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Course Summary

Purpose:

Although theories of governance and politics are often designed from centres of power, actual
conditions are different at the periphery. Indigeneity and geographical remoteness are both
characteristics that can place a community at the periphery. We will take an internationally
comparative perspective by considering a wide range of specific examples from around the
world to inform our discussions of issues that are relevant to Greenland. In particular, we will
consider indigenous and ethnically distinct communities in China, Taiwan, Russia, Singapore,
France, the USA, Indonesia, and Pacific islands as well as how they relate to national population
policies, territorial disputes, natural resource exploitation and hazardous waste, environmental
protection, and the maintenance of indigenous livelihoods, and concepts of development. These
specific cases will help contextualise more general discussions concerning governance problems
and potentials in Greenland. The course will emphasise strategies for policymaking and
community development in indigenous and remote communities.

Contents:

This course will introduce the key concepts of peripherality, indigeneity, and remoteness and
how they relate to governance. We will begin by considering how these concepts impact
governance in practice, both in terms of international relations and governance at the community
level. We will problematise how discourses of remoteness and indigeneity have been used to
disempower communities but will also see how these discourses can benefit communities.

We will then consider how governance at the periphery works in practice, exploring various
political systems and the machinery of governance in the context of the economic, social, and
political advantages and disadvantages held by peripheral communities.

We will use these initial explorations of our key concepts and of practical aspects of governance
to better understand political, cultural, and economic development processes across a range of
cases, with a focus on indigenous communities in China, Taiwan, and Russia but with attention
paid to indigenous communities elsewhere in the world as well. How do state-led ethnic
classification practices affect the ways in which groups identify themselves? How do indigenous
communities interact with multinational corporations and seek to safeguard their lifestyles and
livelihoods in the face of massive environmental and social change? How do indigenous
communities engage in electoral politics? Who, ultimately, deserves to have a voice at the
negotiating table when it comes to governing peripheral communities? How can a periphery
transform into a centre?

Throughout the course, we will relate our international cases back to the situation in Greenland.
Students will gain knowledge and skills that they can use in the future to guide policymaking and
community development and to improve governance practice.



The course will include guest speakers: Experts on governance in remote and indigenous
communities from around the world will discuss their experiences with students over Skype.
Students will also undertake group activities that explore strategies for creative governance and
how these can be used in practice.

Competence Profile:

Upon course completion, students should be able to demonstrate familiarity with key concepts
regarding governance as well as a wider understanding of how peripherality, remoteness, and
indigeneity affect governance. Students will have an understanding of how indigeneity and
remoteness operate from an internationally comparative perspective. Students should be able to
apply this knowledge to specific problems in the context of a particular community. These skills
will be tested via a written exam.
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Outline

Mondays at 9:15-12:00 and 13:00-15:30
Wednesdays at 9:15-12:00 and 13:00-15:30
Fridays at 9:15-12:00 and 13:00-15:30

Date Room nr. | Topic Reading

27/03-17 Introduction Nadarajah & Grydehgj
Time: 9:15-12:00 (2016), Hau‘ofa (1994),
27/03-17 Rethinking the periphery Baldacchino & Hepburn
Time: 13-15:30 (2012), Connell (2016)
29/03-17 Disadvantages and benefits | Baker (1992), Grydehgj

Time: 9:15-12:00

of peripherality

29/03-17
Time: 13:00-15:30

Political systems

(2016), Wettenhall (2001)

31/03-17
Time: 9:15-12:00

Who has a voice? 1

31/03-17
Time: 13:00-15:30

Who has a voice? 2

Androus & Greymorning
(2016), Li (2000), Kong
& Yeoh (2003)

03/04-17
Time: 9:15-12:00

Governing Indigeneity in
China 1

03/04-17
Time: 13:00-15:30

Governing Indigeneity in
China 2

Hathaway (2010), Ou &
Grydehgj (2017),
Barabantseva (2009),
Qian & Zhu (2016)

05/04-17
Time: 9:15-12:00

Governing Indigeneity in
Taiwan 1

Baldacchino & Tsai
(2014), Fan (2008), Simon

05/04-17 Governing Indigeneity in (2010)

Time: 13:00-15:30 Taiwan 2

07/04-17 Governing Indigeneity in Donahoe et al. (2008),
Time: 09:15-12:00 Russia Wilson (2003)
07/04-17 Supervision

Time: 13:00-15:30

Examination: Homework assignment.

Deadline: 28 April. 15
pages, excluding

appendices. Internal censor.




